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From the Dive Club President:
Greetings, divers!
Our July meeting was fantastic with many interesting dive reports, a cave-diving
discussion in light of the recent rescue in Thailand, and some show-and-tell from our
Safety Officer, Ben Storey, who brought some samples from his recent fossil dive on the
St. Mary's River.
We had a new visitor drop in for the meeting, Amy Ramirez. Unfortunately, I did not
realize it was Amy's first visit to our club and failed to give her a proper introduction to
the group! My apologies to Amy; I will rectify my error at our next meeting.
We were also pleased to welcome back Mike and Janice Sible. Nice to have them
back with us again!
Our club secretary, Glen Akins, was traveling out West at the time of the meeting so
once again I'll attempt to put out this month's newsletter. Though I'm trying to do justice
to each of the dive reports, you really had to be there! There's no better place to talk
about diving than among all of the wonderful, experienced divers we have in this club!

Monster Molyneux
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Executive Officers' Reports
Safety Officer - Ben Storey
This month's safety message contained timely articles on running out of air while diving
and two dive-related safety quizzes. People often discuss out-of-air situations, but when
was the last time you practiced buddy breathing or used your buddy's octopus?
Practicing your emergency skills will make you a safer diver.
Treasurer - Evan Ball
We are in good shape with over $1,000 in our club account. An additional $60 was
collected from this month's meeting raffle.
Webmaster - Sharon Green
If you would like to share your pictures or videos with the world, please submit them to
Sharon so that they can be posted to our club's website. Check it out at
www.nasjaxscubadivers.org .
Secretary - Glen Akins
E-mail Glen with dive trip stories or anything you'd like to see in the newsletter!
Vice President - Venessa Wood
We will have an Executive Board meeting on Wednesday, 25 July to discuss upcoming
club events. The meeting will start at 7:00 p.m. at Bob Evan's restaurant on San Jose
Blvd. Club members are welcome to attend.
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President's Message
For the past two weeks the world's attention was captured by the rescue operation in
Thailand. On June 23rd twelve boys aged 11 to 16 and their 25-year-old assistant soccer
coach entered a mountain cave to celebrate a team victory. The boys lost their way
inside and as monsoonal rains caused water in the cavern system to rise they were forced
farther and farther back under the mountain.
Search efforts soon began,
but it wasn't until 10 days later
the boys were found by a pair of
British cave divers. They had
survived by drinking water
dripping from stalactites. They
were approximately 2.5 miles
from the cave entrance and
unable to leave due to several
fully flooded passages between
them and the outside world.
More than 1,000 people and 90 divers from around the world worked around the
clock on finding a way to rescue the boys and their coach. Supplies and medical help
were transported in. De-watering efforts struggled to pump water from the cavern
system faster than it was seeping in from the rains. People searched the entire mountain
for any possible vent or back entrance to reach the stranded team. The air in the cave
had started going bad, with the oxygen level dropping from a normal 21% down to 15%.
Their situation was dire and worsening.
Getting to the cave shelf where they
huddled involved climbing through
treacherous rocky passages and diving
through narrow underwater channels
which in places forced the divers to
remove their tanks while submerged.
Tanks were staged along the way as
teams of divers shuttled supplies and aid
in and out of the cave. It took over three
hours for these highly trained divers to
traverse the 2.5 mile distance to the boys.
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To assist the soccer team while the air in the cave was going bad, oxygen tanks were
shuttled in to them. Sadly, a former Thai Navy seal, retired petty officer Saman Gunan,

died while bringing some of these oxygen tanks into the cave system. His heroism has
garnered international praise and reminds all of us how dangerous and deadly cave
diving can be.
None of the boys could swim nor had they any scuba training. There were concerns
they might have to remain in the cave for months until the monsoon season ended and
the waters receded. It was ultimately determined they could be taken from the cave by
rescue divers. Sedated and wearing full-face masks, the soccer players were brought out
by teams of the world's best divers. The last of the players was taken from the cave 17
days after their long ordeal began, a full week after they were found.
This amazing rescue should inspire all of us. It should also serve as a warning to all
divers who consider cave diving, an extremely technical and dangerous aspect of our
sport. Cave diving requires specialized training and expensive gear. As was seen this
past week, even the very best specialists in this field can die doing it. It is not something
to be taken lightly.
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Upcoming Dive Trips and Events:
•

Mini Lobster Season is 25-26 July 2018. Regular lobster season is 6 August
2018 to 31 March 2019.

•

The 2018 Jacksonville Lionfish Derby takes place on Saturday and Sunday,
August 11th and 12th. It costs $120 to register a team of from two to four people.
This does not include the costs associated with getting a dive boat or buying the
lionfish capture gear (gloves, lionfish gig, and Zookeeper-type container). Contact
Bill Davis if you are interested in forming a team to participate in the competition.

•

Ben Storey will be traveling to Santa Barbara and will dive the Channel Islands
next month.

•

Craig and Arvilla Stoops will be diving soon in Tulum, Mexico.

•

Marshall Gross will be traveling to Bonaire November 4-11. He will be staying
at Sand Dollar Resort. If you are interested in a Bonaire trip let Marshall know.

•

Our annual Dive Club Christmas Dinner will be 13 December at the NAS JAX
River Cove Conference Center. Socializing begins at 6:30 p.m. followed by a
buffet dinner at 7:00. We will arrange a special event pass for base access for
those who aren't military retirees or DOD employees. Dinner will be the Beef and
Reef Buffet, including Roast Beef, Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Baked Fish,
Seafood Newberg, Salad, Garden Vegetables, Rice or Potatoes, Iced Tea, Coffee,
and dessert. Cost will be $30 per person. A cash bar will be available for sodas
and adult beverages.

•

Kim Walther and Bill Davis are coordinating a quick four-day Bahama cruise in
January. The Royal Caribbean liner Enchantment of the Seas will depart Port
Canaveral (not too far from Jax!) on Friday January 4th, cruise to Nassau and
Coco Cay in the Bahamas for the weekend, and return to Port Canaveral Monday
morning, January 7th. Contact Kim or Bill if you're interested!
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Dive Reports:
#1 Mark Vogel spent a week at the Little Cayman Beach Resort in June which he has
been doing annually for the past ten or twelve years. He reports the diving, as always,
was spectacular. Interestingly it was overcast the whole week which cut out the
normally hot sun and actually made the diving more comfortable. It also didn't hurt the
photography due to the clear waters. Mark has posted some pictures on the club website.
#2 Art LaRue, Billy Schofield, and Billy's son, Brandon, and grandson, Bradley, went to
Key Largo on June 27th. They stayed at the Holiday Inn and dove with Quiescence on
a 6-pack dive boat. Brandon was not feeling well and ended up missing both dive days.
He felt better on the drive home; they are planning another trip to Key Largo in the near
future to get him wet.
Their first dive was at North Dry Rocks. Water temp
was in the low 80’s and viz was excellent. It was a very
pretty dive with the Christ of the Abyss as the main
attraction. The statue is overgrown with fire coral and
other marine life. After returning to the boat they
discussed this with the captain. The divers were in favor
of cleaning the statue to make it more attractive. In the
past the statue used to be scrubbed. The captain explained
that cleaning it would entail removing live coral, which
would be destructive in a marine sanctuary so the statue is
no longer cleaned off. They saw many tropicals, hogfish
and a few small lobsters on this dive.
The second dive was North, North Dry Rocks. (According to the captain, there is
also a North, North, North Dry Rocks.) This was another great shallow dive. They saw
lots of fish and a few cleaner shrimp. They had the pleasure of having a mother/
daughter couple on the boat who went snorkeling with Brad. They had a great time
watching the divers below and Brad enjoyed educating them on reef creatures.
The third dive was on the Benwood wreck. They have done this dive several times in
the past. Brandon and Billy caught a keeper lobster here last year. They were diving
with a couple of new divers from up north who were making their first ocean dives. The
wreck dive was excellent and they saw many fish, including grouper, hogfish, and a
green moray. Hurricane Irma last year shifted the sea bottom and exposed the bow area
of the Benwood, uncovering the anchor which has long been buried.
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The highlight of the trip was French’s Reef on dive number 4. The captain advised
them to go down the mooring line and head east to the reef called the “Christmas
Tree”. At the bottom of the reef there is a
large swim-through. They were supposed to
swim through and follow the reef fingers and
end up back at the boat. Art was in the lead
and came face to face with a 6-7 foot black tip
shark resting on the bottom right in the middle
of the swim-through. Art tried to get the shark
to move but he wasn't about to budge from his
spot!
#3 Chet and Dawn Tomlinson did a three-day trip to Key Largo, West Palm, and
Pompano Beach from June 23rd-25th. In addition to the usual sea life on these dives
they reported seeing amazing enormous sea turtles on their last day during a drift dive.
Chet and Dawn also just returned from a week in Bonaire, from June 30th thru July
9th. On arrival there was a power outage which kept them from opening the electric gate
to their villa!
They reported seeing only one lionfish during their week there so the aggressive
lionfish eradication program Bonaire has must be working somewhat. They were
disappointed to see a lot of trash on the bottom in the area of the Salt Pier but the other
reef sites were clean. On a particularly memorable night dive they witnessed
phosphorescent Ostracot shrimp spawning. From the bottom, it resembled a starry night.
Ashore they were confronted with goats and donkeys blocking the roads awaiting
handouts from the tourists. At one point a large iguana sat in the back of their truck
keeping them from getting their scuba tanks until it was lured away with an apple! They
had their dive shop, VIP Diving, deliver tanks to their villa each day and pick up the
empty tanks. Very convenient.
During their trip they met a group of Gold Star children who were on a week-long
trip getting certified or upping their certifications. The children were escorted by
various military servicemen and women including academy cadets and midshipmen.
Seeing them enjoying the scuba experience in Bonaire was really heart-warming.
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#4 Eric Wilson dove with the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Museum underwater field
school on the "Anniversary Wreck," located about a mile offshore. Dive time was
about and hour and a half in about 17 feet of water. Visibility was pretty good, said Eric,
"at about 1 foot ...almost to my elbow!" He helped secure an airlift dredge and did some
dredging on one of the units. Temperature was mid-70s.
Three days later, he dove with the field school again on the St. Johns River in
Palatka on a wreck that was
discovered just last week. Based
on a bottle found on the site it is
thought that the wreck is from the
1800s around the time of the Civil
War. They found frames (ribs),
outer hull planking, iron fasteners,
and bricks used for ballast. Eric
found some wood from a frame
that had barnacles on it, which
would suggest it was an ocean-going
vessel. Some samples will be sent to
Whitney Labs to verify the species and
to see if they can get an idea of where
the vessel originated.
The wreck was in around five feet
of water. The divers used bamboo
poles which can be seen in the picture
here to mark the outline of the wreck.
Dive time was around 30
minutes combined as they were
popping up and down a lot.
Visibility was around 6 inches,
and water temperature was
between 70 and 80 depending
on where you were. Pictures
shown here include the bottle,
the wood with barnacles, and a
selfie of Eric to give you an
idea of the visibility at the site.
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#5 Glen, Mitch, Kathy, Art and Marshall dived Cozumel, Mexico from 4 - 11 June.
They stayed at the Cozumel Hotel & Resort and used the Dive Paradise Dive Center.
Glen reports: "The Resort and Dive Center were both outstanding. Can’t compliment
the employees enough, super people." He also offers a special thanks to Antonio, their
dive master, for finding his Go-Pro camera with nine
recorded dives on it. It came off the telescopic handle
when Glen was boarding the dive boat on the last day.
If you haven't seen Glen's dive video, you can catch it
on You Tube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaCkDqyqqQY

Mitch and Kathy on check-out dive in Cozumel.

Kathy reported they had
a great trip blessed with
good weather and 100-foot plus visibility even though
a storm came through the week before their trip. The
bottom temperatures were around 85 degrees.
Palancar Reef was breathtakingly beautiful with a
multitude of colorful corals and fish. Each dive they
saw turtles, sharks, and lobsters. Some of the unusual
sights included a large live conch with lots of sea
urchins along the pier wall on their initial check-out
dive*. On the last swim-through of the reef they swam
into a hole that was the home of two large spider crabs
3-4 feet in size.

On the last dive of the first day a young boy of about 13 came up to Glen and
signaled out of air. He reached for Glen’s regulator but the boy's father swam up and
handed the boy his octopus. On another dive as they did a safety stop they saw a dive
master and young girl swimming in tandem, buddy breathing without coming up! This
is why safety discussions about running out of air are so important.
Most dives were drift dives and averaged 60 to 80 feet in depth with the deepest dive
at 90 feet. Dives included ocean walls, swim-through tunnels, reefs, an artificial reef (an
old, small Mexican Navy ship) and a shallow sandy area where they looked for
seahorses. They only spotted one seahorse and a snakey-looking spotted eel there.
Mitch and Kathy made a night shore dive hoping to see octopi. They managed to see
some squid, a large school of phosphorescent dollar fish, spotted eels, and very active
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hermit crabs. As they exited the water a thunder storm moved in, causing them to move
out quickly to beat the storm!
Kathy also tried her hand at making underwater videos with a GoPro. Thinking the
camera had shut off when the display blanked, she let the camera dangle and made a
long and comical recording of legs, fins, and hanging gadgets while the camera swirled
around for the rest of the dive.
On the last two days of diving they dove with a paraplegic man who had lost the use
of his legs. He was energetic and cheerful. Art told him he admired his courage.
When ashore the divers compared silver quality and prices in town at numerous
jewelry stores and agreed Sergio’s Jewelry Store was the best. They all bought
something made of silver to bring home. At Sergio’s the prices were marked on all
jewelry and there was no haggling over prices. Other stores marked items at about twice
what they were worth and likely expected to haggle for the final price.
The overall cost of the week-long dive trip was a reasonable $2,000 per person, allinclusive. That price paid the airfare, room, all meals, alcoholic and non-alcoholic
drinks anytime you desired, and five days of morning and afternoon 2-tank diving trips.
Everyone reported having a good time and getting in some great dives.
* Prior to their Cozumel trip, Mitch and Kathy also spent a day at Ginnie Springs
refreshing their dive skills. They were surprised by cave divers coming up from below!

2018 NASJAX DIVE CLUB OFFICERS
President - Monster Molyneux
Vice President - Venessa Wood
Treasurer - Evan Ball
Safety Officer - Ben Story
Secretary - Glen Akins
Web Master - Sharon Green
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Featured Presentation: Ben Storey’s Fossil Dive
On Saturday, June 30, 2018, Ben and his buddy, Victor Calatrava, went diving in the
St. Mary's River in Georgia with the Subpay Charter Company. Few people know that
tooth and fossil diving on Georgia's coast are world class. You can find info about this
charter dive company at:
http://subpaycharters.com/
Subpay took them on three 90-minute dives between 22 and 30 feet depth. Visibility
below was less than one foot even with a high-powered cave light. He was told this was
“good” visibility! Surface briefings were excellent and they were told exactly where to
look and what to expect on the bottom.
Ben noted he had to keep moving his legs. If he kept them still, catfish would come
nibbling at him which was a creepy feeling! Reports of sharks and alligators in the river
are cause for some concern in the murky water.
Ben found that orienting himself into the river current made the task of fossil digging
a little easier. The stirred-up silt was carried away beneath him while he worked.
During the course of three dives Victor found a large mastodon tooth, shown in the
picture below. Ben also recovered various shark's teeth, Megalodon teeth, a horse tooth,
and whale bones. An assortment of the fossils he found are shown on the front page of
this newsletter.

Thanks, Ben, for the interesting presentation!
12

Members present at the 11 July 2018 dive club meeting:
Evan Ball, Bill Davis, Howard Feingold, Marshall Gross, Art LaRue, Mitch and Kathy
Maxson, Monster and Annette Molyneux, Elmer Osborne, Billy Schofield, Mike and
Janice Sible, Craig and Arvilla Stoops, Ben Storey, Vera Thomas, Chet and Dawn
Tomlinson, Kim Walther, Eric Wilson, and Venessa Wood.
First Time Visitors to our Dive Club: Amy Ramirez

Raffle Prize Winners:
Venessa Wood - Cozumel Beach Towel
Art LaRue - $15 Diver's Supply gift card
Janice Sible - Cozumel T-shirt
Annette Molyneux - Club T-shirt

Dippy Diver Award - For minor diving offenses
This month's Dippy Diver award goes to Glen Akins. He lost (and recovered!) his
GoPro camera on a Cozumel dive trip, but made one water entry without his weight belt!
Reminder to all: One must never become complacent with pre-dive checks.

Coprolite Award - For more serious dive safety infractions
Our winners of this month's coprolite award are Mitch and Kathy Maxson. Though it
was reported Mitch grabbed a turtle by the tail to try to get a better picture and that they
both raced out of the water as a thunderstorm approached the area, the biggest safety
issue involved some confusion about Kathy's air valve being shut off when she jumped
into the water. She said Mitch turned it off by mistake. We'll say it once again: One
must never become complacent with pre-dive checks!
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The next Dive Club Meeting:
1 August 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Golden Corral Mandarin
Conference Room
11470 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida
Come early to eat from the buffet and
socialize with other divers!
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